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BOOK EEVIEWS AND NOTICES. 

In continuation of the series of Early English Voyages to the 
Pacific Coast, the May number of Out West contains the conclud- 
ing installment of the voyage of Sir William Dampier (1686), and 
the August number begins an account of the voyage of Woods Rog- 
ers (1708), which is continued in the September and October 
issues. 

Publications of the Southern History Association, July, 1903 
(Vol. VII, No. 4). This issue of the Publications is devoted 
entirely to documentary material under the following titles : Cap- 
ture of St. Mary's Georgia (by the English in 1815) ; Texas Rev- 
olutionary Sentiment (concluded) ; The Duane Letters (contin- 
ued) ; General Joseph Martin (concluded) ; Calhoun by His Polit- 
ical Friends (continued). 

The Texas documents consist of the proceedings of Committees 
of Safety and Correspondence, and of public meetings preparatory 
to the Texas Revolution. 

The American Historical Review for July (Vol. VIII, No. 4), 
contains, besides documents, book reviews, communications, and an 
index, four contributed articles, namely : The Early Norman Jury, 
by Charles H. Haskins; Some French Communes, in the Light of 
Their Charters, by Earle Wilbur Dow ; The Youth of Mirabeau, by 
Fred Morrow Fling; and St. Eustatius in the American Revolu- 
tion, by J. Franklin Jameson. The first two articles are interest- 
ing studies in mediaeval institutional history. Professor Haskins 
throws light on "the obscure stage in the growth of the jury" 
between the close of the ninth century and the reign of Henry II. 
His article is based primarily upon the "Old Cartulary" or Livre 
Noir, of the chapter of Bayeux. Professor Dow claims to show, by 
a new interpretation, but without using any new material, that the 
mediaeval communal charters are not the unsystematized composi- 
tions they have usually been considered, "deformed, disordered 
enumerations where the most diverse subjects are begun but not 
completed, and where obscurities, omissions, and sometimes con- 
tradictions abound," but that, on the contrary, they are relatively 
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systematic and logical. The documents printed are: Correspond- 
ence of Gomte de Moustier with Comte de Montmorin, 1787-1789. 

Year Boole for Texas, Vol. II, (1902). Compiled by Caldwell 
Walton Karnes, State Librarian. Austin : Gammel-Statesman 
Publishing Company. 1903. 8vo, pp. iv+483, illustrated; cloth. 

In size, mechanical finish, and contents, Volume II surpasses its 
predecessor, in which Judge Eaines so well began his undertaking. 
A detailed review of such a condensed summary is out of the ques- 
tion, but one may gain a comprehensive idea of its contents from 
the sub-titles, "Party Conventions, Election Eeturns, Inauguration 
of Governor Lanham and Lieutenant-Governor Neal, Legislative 
Work, Public Officials and Current Reports of Departments and 
State Institutions, Important Events, Obituaries of Distinguished 
Dead, Industrial Development, Statistics, Biographical Sketches, 
and Historical Manuscripts Never Before Published." The manu- 
scripts consist of two sets of documents, one set relating to Stephen 
P. Austin and the other to General Houston. The book has an 
adequate index ; but lacks a table of contents, which would unques- 
tionably enhance its value to the cursory reader. It seems, too, that 
the matter might be rendered more accessible by dividing the book 
into chapters, devoting one to each of the sub-titles given above, 
and grouping under it the material belonging thereto. Take, for 
example, the necrology; obituaries are scattered throughout the 
book. Obviously they might better be grouped and arranged alpha- 
betically. The same is true of each of the other departments 
treated. 

The Transactions of the Texas Academy of Science for 1902 
contains many articles of interest. 

The annual address of the President, R. A. Thompson, on the 
Regulation of the Issuance of Texas Railroad Securities by the 
State Government forms a valuable contribution to Texas railway 
economic literature. It depicts the conditions leading up to the 
passage, and indicates the results of the operation of the so-called 
"Stock and Bond Law" in Texas. Mr. Thompson arrives at the 
conclusion that the law has accomplished the purposes for which 
it was designed. 

Mr. J. D. Mitchell contributes an article on The Poisonous 
Snalces of Texas, with Notes on Their Habits. As stated by the 
author, the purpose sought in the publication of these notes are : 
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"First. To contribute to what is already 'known of the habits of 
the poisonous snakes of Texas. 

"Second. To register a plea for the protection of the useful and 
non-poisonous snakes. 

"Third. To provoke investigation into the habits of all snakes 
that a true and correct knowledge of their usefulness or danger 
to mankind may be known." 

A Contribution to a Knowledge of the Coleopterous Fauna of the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas and Tamaulipas, with Biologi- 
cal Notes and Special Reference to Geographical Distribution is a 
paper by Mr. C. H. T. Townsend. In it the distribution of 522 
species of Coleoptera is recorded. 

Dr. H. Y. Benedict of the University contributes a pedagogical 
essay on An Ideal History of Experiments on the Regular Penta- 
gon. The paper describes the new methods that are coming to pre- 
vail in the teaching of mathematics, and enters a plea for the 
more extended use of experimental geometry. 

Alexander Deussen. 



